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observation of sanitary laws is obvious from the fact that the Mexican 
native missionary, ia the Mexican settlement of San Marcial, went 
around to hold prayer meetings at sundry places at the time he had 3 
children at home with virulent smallpox, of which 2 died. 

For nearly a quarter of a century I have noticed the annual recur- 
rences of these contagious filth diseases — sometimes in one place or 
another to become epidemic. The origin and cause of it is as easy to 
explain as the multiplication table. 

Almost all towns of a few hundred inhabitants in Mexico and on the 
frontier have a patron saint to whose honor annually a festival is 
celebrated, consisting of early mass, chicken fights, bull fights, gambling 
of all kinds, finishing the day with a fandango (low dance). * * * 

Most of these people live in shanties exactly as described in the body 
of this letter, and if no contagious and filth diseases of all classes are 
produced, it would indeed be miraculous. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, B. Alexander, 

Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. H. 8. 



Smallpox in the United States as reported to the Supervising Surgeon-General United State* 
Marine- Hospital Service, January 1 to February 4, 1898. 
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